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DIARY  OF                                  PARIS

yth March, 1644.    I set  forward  with  some   company
toward Fontainebleatt, a sumptuous Palace of the King's,
like ours at Hampton Court, about fourteen leagues from
the city.    By the way, we pass through a forest so pro-
digiously encompassed with hideous rocks of whitish hard
stone, heaped one  on   another in mountainous heights,
that I think the like is nowhere to be found  more  hor-
rid and solitary.    It abounds  with  stags, wolves, boars,
and not long after a lynx, or  ounce, was  killed  among
them, which  had   devoured   some   passengers.    On   the
summit of one of these  gloomy precipices, intermingled
with trees and shrubs, the stones hanging over, and men-
acing ruin, is built an  hermitage.    In   these   solitudes,
rogues frequently lurk and do  mischief (and for whom
we were all well appointed with our  carabines); but we
arrived safe in the evening at the village, where we lay
at the Home, going early next morning to the  Palace.
This House is nothing so stately and uniform as Hamp-
ton Court, but Francis I. began much to beautify it; most
of all  Henry IV. (and not a little)   the  late  King.    It
abounds with fair halls, chambers, and  galleries;  in the
longest, which is 360 feet long, and .18 broad, are painted
the Victories of that  great  Prince, Henry IV.    That of
Francis  I., called the grand Gallery,  has all the King's
palaces painted in it; above these, in sixty pieces of ex-
cellent work in fresco, is the  History of Ulysses, from
Homer,  by  Primaticcio, in the time  of Henry  III., es-
teemed the most  renowned in  Europe  for the  design.
The  Cabinet is full of excellent  pictures,   especially  a
Woman, of Raphael.    In the  Hall of  the Guards is   a
piece of tapestry painted on the  wall,   very  naturally,
representing the victories of Charles VII. over our country-
men.   In the Salle des Festins is a rare  Chimney-piece,
and Henry IV. on horseback, of white marble, esteemed
worth  18,000  crowns;  dementia and Pax,   nobly  done.
On columns of jasper, two lions of brass.     The new stairs,
and a half circular court, are of modern and good archi-
tecture, as is a chapel built by Louis XIII, all of jasper,
with several incrustations of marble through the inside.
Having seen the rooms, we went to the volary, which
has a cupola in the middle of it, great trees and bushes,
it being full of birds who drank at two fountains.    There
is also a fair tennis  court/ and noble stables;  but the